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Introduction
This was the second sitting of this examination for the new specification. The assessment structure

of Advanced Paper 2 is the same as that of Paper 1, consisting of ten multiple choice questions and

a number of short answer questions followed by longer, structured questions based on contexts of

varying familiarity.

This specification has introduced two new question styles which were represented in this paper.

Question 16 assessed the ability to structure answers logically while questions 12(a), 13(c), 15(a)(i)

and 19(a)(ii) all required a deduction or judgement with justification of the conclusion, as described

in Assessment Objective 3 (AO3). Students generally responded well to these, showing some

ingenuity in the variety of approaches, although the conclusions were not always made sufficiently

explicit and so the final mark was not always awarded.

This paper allowed students of all abilities to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of

Physics by applying them to a range of contexts with differing levels of familiarity.

Students at the lower end of the range could complete calculations involving simple substitution

and limited rearrangement, including structured series of calculations, but could not always tackle

calculations involving several steps or other complications, such as converting years to seconds.

They also knew some significant points in explanations linked to standard situations, such as the

use of the stellar parallax method for determining astronomical distances, but frequently missed

important details and did not always set out their ideas in a logical sequence, sometimes just

quoting as many key points as they could remember without particular reference to the context.

Overall they scored much more highly on Assessment Objective 1 than on Assessment Objectives 2

and 3.

Steady improvement was demonstrated in all of these areas through the range of increasing ability

and at the higher end all calculations were completed faultlessly and most points were included in

ordered explanations of the situations in the questions.
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Question 11 (a) 

Most students made a good start to the question, equating the given expressions and arriving at

½ m <c

2

> = 3/2 kT. Many did not go on to state that k is constant, which was required to establish

proportionality for the second mark. ½ m <c

2

> was accepted for mean kinetic energy without

comment, but students deriving an expression for <c

2

> needed to establish its relationship to

kinetic energy, which rarely happened.

The algebraic manipulation is correct and mean

kinetic energy has been identified, but there is no

reference to constants, so 1 mark is awarded.
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The correct final equation is obtained. This is

restated as a proportionality expression but

without stating that k is constant and losing the

mean kinetic energy formula so, again, this merits

one mark.

2 marks for a correct answer, identifying mean

kinetic energy and stating that k is constant.
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Question 11 (b) 

Students generally substituted the given values, converting to absolute temperature, and calculated

<c

2

>. A surprisingly large proportion, however, stopped there and did not take the square root.

There appeared to be widespread lack of awareness of what ‘root-mean-square’ means.

The substitution is correct and so is the calculation,

as far as it goes, but the student appears to think

that <c

2

> is root-mean-square speed. 2 marks are

awarded.

Be careful when a formula uses squares to either

square or square root the quantity as appropriate.
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Full marks for a correct calculation and answer.
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Question 12 (a) 

Wien’s law was used for a calculation straightforwardly by most students, but instead of using a

temperature typical for the scene to determine a peak wavelength which could be compared to the

stated wavelength to draw a conclusion, many used the stated wavelength to determine a peak

temperature of 4140 K. This could still be used to draw a conclusion related to a stated lower

temperature, but there was a lack of understanding of the inverse relationship of wavelength and

temperature in Wien’s law and said instead that at temperatures below 4140 K the wavelength

would be shorter.

A correct use of Wien's law, but an inappropriate

conclusion showing a lack of actual understanding

of the relationship between temperature and peak

wavelength. This is awarded 2 marks.
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Full marks awarded for a correct calculation using

an appropriate temperature and a suitable

comparison in conclusion.
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Question 12 (b) 

Most of the responses included reference to reflection, although many incorrectly introduced the

idea of total internal reflection. Fewer mentioned that infrared at these wavelengths wasn’t

transmitted and many deduced that it was absorbed although there wasn’t sufficient evidence for

this conclusion as the lack of transmission could be solely due to reflection.

This answer is awarded 1 mark for stating that the

infrared radiation is unable to pass through the

glass. The reference to total internal reflection is

incorrect.

Full marks for a correct answer.
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Question 13 (a) 

Students were generally able to state the relationship between the Stokes’ law force and weight,

although some complicated things for themselves by not following the instruction to ignore

upthrust. They usually used the formula for a sphere and were able to arrive at the required

expression, but there was occasional confusion between the symbols V and v and some did not

recall the correct formula for the volume of a sphere.

This gets a bit beyond stating that upward force is

equal to weight, but the formula for a sphere has

not been used, so the student is unable to

complete the question (1 mark).
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This is an example of a fully correct response

gaining 2 marks.
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Question 13 (b) 

This was completed with little difficulty and incorrect responses were very rare. The most common

errors were to use diameter instead of radius or failing to square the radius when calculating the

answer.

In this response diameter has not been halved to

find radius. There is an error in the calculation as

well because this answer is a tenth of what these

figures should produce. 1 mark awarded for using

the formula with relevant quantities.
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This student used radius and then changed it to

diameter. The calculated answer should therefore

have been 4 times too big, but they have written

the required answer from the question. When a

question starts with 'show that' and states a

quantity, we require full substitution and an

answer given to at least one more significant figure

than the question to prove that it has actually been

calculated. 1 mark

In 'show that' questions, state the answer to one

more significant figure than the given quantity.

Full marks for a correct answer.
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Question 13 (c) 

Students demonstrated their knowledge and understanding of the conditions of Stokes’ law, but

could not always apply these to draw a conclusion as required by this question. Many set out the

conditions in detail but did not make it clear whether they applied or not in this situation. They

rarely referred to the key piece of evidence, the factor of almost 100 between their calculated value

from part (b) and the measured value in table, which should have put it beyond doubt.

This response incorrectly states that Stokes' law is

suitable, but then goes on to give a reason,

turbulent flow, why it is not suitable (0 marks).
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A correct conclusion using the data is obtained, but

there is no discussion of the physical factors. The

question says 'explain' so, in addition to quoting

the numerical evidence, reasons for why this is the

case should be given in some detail - not just

'external forces' (1 mark).

Be sure to be aware of the requirements indicated

by the different command words.
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The physical reasons are given in terms of Stokes'

law. There is some misunderstanding of the

situation because the calculated speed is stated as

if it is the actual speed. A comparison between

calculated and measured speed is required for a

third mark (2 marks).

A very good response awarded 3 marks.
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Question 14 

The marks here were equally divided between a calculation, using the energy to calculate

momentum and then the relationship between the de Broglie wavelength and momentum, and an

explanation of the interference observed. Students very often only addressed one of these and

therefore did not make the connection between the calculated wavelength and the observed effect.

Of those completing a calculation, many used the quoted wavelength to calculate the energy

instead.

Of those explaining interference, some did so in general terms and did not clearly link X to

destructive interference and Y to constructive interference. Others got path difference and phase

difference confused, saying that the phase difference was half a wavelength, for example, rather

than saying that the path difference was half a wavelength.
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This answers the interference part correctly but

doesn't include any calculation related to the

wavelength (3 marks).

3 marks were awarded here for the calculations,

but the written part does not explain the

interference effect observed.
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The full 6 marks have been awarded to this

response which includes a full, correct calculation

and the required explanation of the interference

effect.
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Question 15 (a) (i)

Students adopted different approaches to this question. The most straightforward was to calculate

the period and compare it to 12 hours. An alternative approach was to use the period to calculate

the orbital height, although here some forgot to subtract the radius of the planet. The other

methods involved calculating the same quantity from two different starting points – the stated

period and the orbital height – to arrive at comparable quantities. Students doing this often failed

to make an explicit final comparison to make their conclusion clear and were not awarded the final

mark.

In their calculations, students were generally able to apply Newton’s universal law of gravitation

correctly, but could not always proceed successfully from there. Using the correct value of

separation by adding the orbital height and planetary radius was a source of difficulty for a number

of students.
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In this response the relevant formulae have been

combined before substitution. An incorrect value

for r has been used, ignoring the planetary radius,

so the 'use of' marks have been awarded, but not

the mark for the final answer. There is a correct

conclusion based on the value obtained, but it has

not been compared directly with 12 hours, so the

final mark is not awarded, giving a total mark of 2.

When you are asked to 'determine whether’ certain

conditions are met, you must make a clear

statement, including any values being compared.
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4 marks out of 4 awarded for the correct

calculation of the answer and a correct conclusion

including a direct comparison of the values.
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Question 15 (a) (ii)

Students displayed some understanding of relevant advantages, but did not always express this

with sufficient clarity to be awarded two marks. ‘Better pictures’ would not be sufficient.

1 mark has been awarded for stating that the

satellite can get closer to the planet than in the

circular orbit, but 'observations are better' is not

sufficient for a further mark.

In this response the comment that photographs

would be a lot more detailed was just sufficient for

the award of the second mark for a total of 2.
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Question 15 (b) 

This was poorly answered except at the higher levels of achievement for the paper. The great

majority of students seemed entirely unfamiliar with the concept of gravitational potential,

something that was not in the previous specification. Many did not even appreciate the change in

gravitational field strength as the distance from the planet increased and simply used Newton’s

universal law of gravitation to calculate a single value of acceleration due to free fall and applied

this using equations of motion.

Of those using gravitational potential, some had difficulty in applying the correct distances or used

a single distance and did not calculate a change.

This response was allowed 1 mark, marking point 3

on the mark scheme, for using the idea of a

transfer of energy from the gravitational potential

energy store to the kinetic energy store. The

student has calculated a single value of

gravitational field strength and incorrectly applied

this throughout the whole distance and has gained

no further marks.
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The full 4 marks have been awarded for this

answer where the difference in gravitational

potential has been correctly calculated and used to

arrive at the required answer.
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Question 16 (a) 

Many students did not see this as an example of resonance and expressed their answers in terms

of damping. They all, at least, appreciated that a transfer of energy was taking place and, as long as

they were careful to identify and address the three main phases of the behaviour described, were

rewarded for describing the process of transfer from B to A. For those describing resonance, a

statement linking equal lengths to equal natural frequencies was often missing as was the idea that

all of A’s energy had been transferred to B at one stage. Similarly, the difference in length in the last

part was not always directly linked to a difference in natural frequencies.
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Indicative marking points 2 and 3 have been

included in the first paragraph, allowing 2 marks.

This is insufficient indicative content for the award

of marks for linkage, so the total mark is 2.
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All 6 of the indicative marking points have been

included, allowing 4 marks for the indicative

content. As required for maximum linkage marks,

the answer shows a coherent and logical structure

with linkages and fully sustained lines of reasoning

demonstrated throughout, so the total mark is 6.
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Question 16 (b) (i)

This mark was very rarely awarded. Most students could identify the phase difference as π/2 but

they just did not make any mention of which was ahead of which in the cycle.

A phase difference of 90 degrees has been

correctly identified, but no information about

which pendulum leads to fully describe the phase

relationship, so no marks were awarded.
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No mark awarded. The phase difference of π/2 is

correct, but this response states that B leads. On

the graph A is at maximum displacement at time

0s but B is not at maximum displacement until a

later time, so A leads B. A graph of this shape for

two waves with distance as the horizontal axis

would show B ahead of A, but not this graph.

When considering phase differences, look carefully

to check whether the horizontal axis shows time or

distance.

GCE Physics 9PH0 02     33



1 mark for a correct answer.
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Question 16 (b) (ii)

Most students applied the relevant formula to arrive at the correct answer, but a number misread

the graph and used an incorrect value of time. Some students, in obtaining the time period of

pendulum B, read 1.0 on the graph and counted 4 small squares to give a time of 1.4 s instead of

1.2 s because they did not look beyond the 1.0 to correctly establish the scale.

1 mark has been awarded for 'use of' the correct

formula with relevant quantities, but the time used

is incorrect, so no more marks are available.

When using graphs, read the scale values on either

side of the point of interest to ensure you are

using the scale correctly.
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1 mark has been awarded for using the correct

time from the graph, but there is no mark for

substitution because the numerical value for g has

not been written down.

'Use of' marks cannot be awarded if physical

constants are left as letters - they must be written

down as the correct numerical value.
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Question 17 (a) 

This was the first scale ray diagram in the examination of Advanced level on this specification and it

was not answered well by the majority. The question made clear that the screen shown was the

object in this diagram, and that seemed to have been understood, but the basic use of two correct

construction rays extrapolated to a virtual image was not seen in over a half of responses. Students

completing the ray diagram were usually within the accuracy limits and could often calculate

magnification, but a clear conclusion related to the conditions set out was not often made by those

who had completed everything else correctly in this AO3 question.
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This response shows a correct ray diagram, with an

image within the required range. The

magnification is also within the range. The

conclusion is correct, but there is not a clear

comparison to the required distance to the eye, so

only the first 3 marks are awarded.
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The full 4 marks are awarded for a correct

diagram, correct calculations and a clear

comparison.
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Question 17 (b) 

Nearly half the students applied Snell’s law to correctly calculate the angle of refraction, but most

could not go on to calculate the angle of deviation, most of them not realising the difference and

apparently thinking they were the same thing as they wrote 44° on the answer line.

A failure to appreciate the idea of deviation in part (i) meant that most candidates were hindered in

their approach to part (ii), so marks were infrequently awarded. Credit was most often given for the

idea of all of the rays passing through the principal focus, but some students missed out by not

identifying this point.
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(i) 2 marks awarded for correctly calculating the

angle of refraction of the ray, but deviation has not

been considered.

(ii) While not considering the variation in the angles

of incidence and deviation, this response is

awarded 1 mark for the comment about the

'beams' being refracted to the principal focus.
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(i) 4 marks for calculating the angle of refraction

and using it to calculate the deviation of the ray.

(ii) The first two marking points are awarded for

the comments about the changing angles of

incidence and their effect on the amount of

refraction (2 marks).
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Question 18 (a) 

A majority of students completed both parts successfully. Those who failed to convert years to

seconds in part (i) could still obtain 5 marks out of 6 and commonly did so.
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(i) Time has been left in years, so 2 marks are

awarded for 'use of' the required formulae.

(ii) As the final answer is in years, the use of years

for the calculation is acceptable (3 marks).
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Both parts are fully correct and are awarded 3 out

of 3 each.
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Question 18 (b) 

A large majority completed this part successfully for full marks. Some made errors in calculating the

mass difference or omitted one of the steps in the calculation, obtaining 3 or 4 marks, but scores

lower than this were rare.

3 marks awarded. The student has qualified for

marking points 1, 2 and 4 but has omitted the

energy-mass conversion using ΔE = c

2

Δm.
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5 marks out of 5 for a fully correct answer.
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Question 19 (a) 

The great majority were able to correctly calculate the luminosity of Proxima Centauri, although

some did not compare it to the luminosity of the Sun. Most of these used luminosity to calculate

the surface temperature, obtaining 5 marks out of 6. Many of these did not go on to score the final

mark because there was not a clear and correct conclusion as required for AO3. In a number of

cases this was because they did not take into account the decreasing temperature on the

horizontal axis and marked the axis to the right of 3000 K. Some others had some difficulty with the

logarithmic scale for luminosity.

GCE Physics 9PH0 02     51



52     GCE Physics 9PH0 02



(i) 2 marks - The luminosity has been calculated

correctly, but the fraction of the Sun's luminosity

has not. The student has calculated 0.002 of the

luminosity of the Sun, but then crossed it out.

(ii) 2 marks - The calculation of surface

temperature is correct, but the comparison point

of the graph is indicated by a circle that is too large

and centred on the wrong point.
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(i) 3 marks for a correct calculation of luminosity

used to determine a correct ratio to the required

extra significant figure.

(ii) 3 marks for a correct calculation and an

exemplary conclusion.

54     GCE Physics 9PH0 02



Question 19 (b) 

This is not a new topic on the specification, although it is likely to have been studied in year 12 as it

is in the AS section, so the overall poor response was somewhat surprising. It might have been

because the question was about an absorption spectrum rather than an emission spectrum, which

occurs more frequently in past papers, although the specification just refers to line spectra. A

number of students did not appear to recognise line spectra as the subject of the question and

instead focused on the Doppler Effect.

The required points in the mark scheme are the standard points used for many years, but

insufficient detail was given by the majority of students so that many scored no marks at all.

Discrete energy levels were often not mentioned and neither were photons, which were required

for 3 of the marks.

The first sentence of this response corresponds to

marking point 3 and the second to marking point 2

for a total of 2 marks.
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Learn standard descriptions of physical processes,

such as the production of atomic line spectra, and

be able apply them with sufficient detail to specific

situations, such as absorption spectra in this case.

This is an excellent response and gains 5 marks

out of 5.
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Question 19 (c) 

In contrast to part (b), this part was answered well, with over half of the students being awarded at

least 2 marks. The most common missing element in the answer was a reference to background

stars. Many students gained at least 2 marks for their use of a diagram, which is relevant for this

topic.

A few students described incorrect methods for nearby stars, such as the use of standard candles.

Despite the question stating that Proxima Centauri

is the nearest star to the Sun, this answer explicitly

refers to stars that are too far away for parallax to

be used and suggests standard candles (0 marks).

Be sure to learn the relevant parts of the 'Cosmic

distance ladder', the distances at which they apply

and the reasons.
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2 marks awarded in total for marking points 1 and

3, but there is no reference to fixed distant stars.
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3 marks out of 3 were awarded for a very clear

answer.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, students are offered the following advice:

There are no extra marks for completing multiple choice questions ‘in your head’, so students

should be ready to write them out on the paper.

Be sure you know the command words and understand the level of required response for each

of them, e.g. explain would mean a student must say why something happens and not just

describe what happens. There will always be at least two linked marking points for a question

asking you to ‘explain’.

Where you are asked to make a judgement or come to a conclusion by command words such as

‘determine whether’, ‘explain whether’ or ‘deduce whether’, you must make a clear statement,

including any values being compared.

Check that quantitative answers represent sensible values and to go back over calculations when

they do not.

Learn standard descriptions of physical processes, such as the production of atomic line spectra,

and be able apply them with sufficient detail to specific situations, identifying the parts of the

general explanation required to answer the particular question.

In questions with mixed quantities, be sure to convert all values to standard SI base units or

derived units, e.g. convert years or hours to seconds, °C to K, nm, mm and km to m.

Be sure to know the standard SI prefixes and be able to apply the correct power of ten.

Physical quantities have a magnitude and a unit and both must be given in answers to numerical

questions.

When substituting in an equation with a power term, e.g. x

2

, don’t suddenly miss off the index

when substituting or forget it in the calculation, such as failing to calculate a square root.

When using graphs, read the scale values on either side of the point of interest to ensure you are

using the scale correctly.

Remember that phase difference is expressed as an angle and path difference is expressed in

terms of distance or wavelengths.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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